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PHOTO EXHIBIT FEATURES
YOUTH FROM DISADVANTAGED
NEIGHBOURHOODS

PROJECT FOCUSES ON
UNITED NATIONS'
SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOALS
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A collection of photographs
taken by Toronto's youth from
disadvantaged communities in
East York, North York, Scarbor-
ough, and Richmond Hill is on
display at Queen's Park.

Saleh Khudayar - who came
to Canada in 2013 from Afghani-
stan - was one of the featured
young photographers.

"] didn't know how to use a
camera before," said Khudayar,
sharing how ecstatic he was
that the curator chose the pic-
ture he took of newcomers in
the Thorncliffe Park neighbour-
hood, working together as part
of the community's entrepre-
neur program.

It was about two years ago
that the East York Collegiate In-
stitute student joined the free
photography workshop led by
Fredric Roberts, an award-win-
ning photojournalist and phi-
lanthropist who started the pro-
ject in Toronto in 2015.

"We're empowering them,"
sald Roberts. "This particular
exhibit is a clear illustration of
what these kids can do when
you give them a voice - this is
their voice."

The real goal of the program
1S "empowerment, self-expres-
sion, and self-confidence."

"This proves that they have
accomplished that," Roberts
said.

Working with the Aga Khan
Museum, the exhibit focused on
the United Nations' sustainable
development goals to transform
the world - with topics that
range from reduced inequali-
ties and female empowerment,
to climate action and economic
growth.

The museum's director and
CEO Henry Kim was "pleased"
by the progress made by the stu-
dents.

"They've been able to run
with it and really start to ex-
press their own stories through
the lens of the camera. This is
incredible because it shows you
that even a teenager ... a high
school student can have a voice
that people will listen to," Kim
said.

Some of the participants are
from the Thorncliffe Park
neighbourhood in the east end.

"They're first-generation im-
migrants. And one reason that
we wanted to focus on this gen-
eration 1S because we want
them to develop skills ... and
help their development as new
citizens," Kim said.

The exhibit features three of
Sara Addetia's photos, with one
picture taken at a daycare in
Thorncliffe Park being of dolls
with different races.

"It's very interesting because
... how we see that kids are be-
ing taught that all races are
equal and everyone is united in
a way," Addetia said.

Her favourite shot, however,
1s of the female rugby team that
came to play at her school at
Don Mills Collegiate Institute.

"Gender equality 1s some-
thing that's very important to
me. I love the impact of femi-
nism in fighting for women's
rights," she said.

Ontario Lt.-Gov. Elizabeth
Dowdeswell said at the recep-
tion that she was "proud of the
photographers" for sharing
their perspectives on the 17 Sus-
tainable Development Goals.

"What's really 1important
about itis that the response also
represents in many ways, the
passing of the torch to a new
generation of Canadians," Dow-
deswell said, hoping that they
will continue to pursue art and
activism.

As for the photography
workshop, Roberts said that
they will run another one in Au-
gust this year with 20 new be-
ginners.

"These kids are going to help
teach them ... it's a self-generat-
ing wonderful project,”" he said.

The "Our Sustainable Fu-
ture" photo exhibit runs until
Feb. 8 at the Lieutenant Gover-
nor's Suite as part of the Legis-
lative Building tours; those in-
terested can make a reservation
through Eventbrite.
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Standing in front of their exhibit photos are Saleh Khudayar (top)and Sara
Addetia (middle). They are part of a group of young photographers culled

from disadvantaged neighbourhoods.
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